[bookmark: _GoBack]Gorongosa National Park in Mozambique, once teeming with wildlife and tourists, was decimated during the Mozambican civil war that raged from 1977 to 1992. Now, through the efforts of a dedicated non-profit and the Mozambican residents of the Park, it is making a comeback. Tourists are returning and scientists are turning to the Park as a research destination, modeled along the lines of Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute on Barro Colorado Island in Panama. I was fortunate to be among them this past summer when I traveled to the Park with a few colleagues to conduct one of the first surveys dedicated to fungi in Mozambique.
    Please join me for this slide-show style presentation as I describe the goals of the project and how I obtained funding to get it off the ground. I’ll present slides of the various landscapes and animals that we saw, and how we lived and worked for a month. Finally, and most importantly, I’ll introduce you to some of the fascinating fungi that we found. It was a tremendous experience, and I hope that you will enjoy the ride as much as I did!

    Jason Karakehian has been studying mycology as an amateur for nearly a decade and is currently a Harvard Extension School student in Biology, working toward a degree in mycology. He is affiliated with the Pfister Lab.

