
The genus Myriopus (Heliotropiaceae) was proposed by 
Small (1933: 1131) and according to recommendations of 
Diane et al. (2003), encompasses all the species incorporated 
into Tournefortia sect. Cyphocyema I.M. Johnst. (Johnston 
1930), a Neotropical group presenting approximately 25 
species (Melo pers. obs.) and the majority of them occurs in 
Brazil where various are endemics from this country.

Myriopus representatives are lianas or subscandent 
shrubs with supporting branches. The leaves are alternate 
to pseudo-opposite, elliptic, and lanceolate to ovate or 
obovate. Inflorescences are axillar or terminate, generally 
secundiflorous, many-flowered, all them ebracteose. The 
fruit are fleshy 4-lobed with embryo curved (Diane et al., 
2016), the latter consisting of one of the main morphological 
characteristics for the recognition of its species. 

According to The Plant List (2018) Myriopus currently 
it has 18 names being necessary to proceed various 
new combinations. For this reason, based on the current 
morphological characterization of Myriopus, here three 
representatives of Tournefortia endemics from Brazil are 
transfer to the genus Myriopus (Heliotropiaceae sensu 
BWG, 2016; Diane et al., 2016).

Myriopus gardnerianus (A. DC.) J.I.M. Melo, comb. nov.
Basionym: Tournefortia gardneri A. DC., Prodr. 9: 526. 

1845. TYPE: BRASIL. Rio de Janeiro: In a road, 
Botafogo Bay, September 1836, G. Gardner 175 
(Holotype: not located; Isotype: K [000583440]).

Distribution: Brazil. 
Myriopus membranaceus (A. DC.) J.I.M. Melo, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Tournefortia membranacea A. DC., Prodr. 9: 

530. 1845. TYPE: BRASIL. Rio de Janeiro: Morro 
do Flamengo, September 1836, G. Gardner 82 
(Holotype: MO [1606071]; Isotypes: P [03864425, 
03864426]).

Distribution: Brazil. 
Myriopus salicifolius (Gardner) J.I.M. Melo, comb. nov.
Basionym: Messerschmidia salicifolia Gardner, London J. 

Bot. 1: 181. 1842. TYPE: BRÉSIL. Rio de Janeiro, 
1836, G. Gardner 81 (Holotype: not located; 
Isotypes: FI [005005], K [000583437, 000583438], P 
[04037958, 04037960]).

Distribution: Brazil.
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Abstract. Three new combinations in Myriopus (Heliotropiaceae) endemics from Brazil are proposed in this paper: Myriopus  
gardnerianus, M. membranaceus and M. salicifolius. 

Resumen. En este trabajo se proponen tres nuevas combinaciones en Myriopus (Heliotropiaceae) endémicas de Brasil: Myriopus  
gardnerianus, M. membranaceus y M. salicifolius. 
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