
Rhizophora harrisonii Leechm. (Rhizophor-
aceae) is a well-known red mangrove tree or 
shrub distributed along both coast of Tropical 
America and in West Africa (Breteler, 1969, 
1977; Cerón-Souza et al., 2010). Nonetheless, 
its taxonomic rank has been questioned 
(Tomlinson, 1986; Cornejo and Bonifaz, 2006). 
As previously suggested (Breteler, 1969:  
439), recent molecular studies using two non-
coding chloroplasts (cpDNAs), two flanking 
microsatellite regions (FMRs), and six 
microsatellite loci (Cerón-Souza et al., 2010) 
supported that R. harrisonii is not a separate 
species of hybrid origin. Rather R. harrisonii 
individuals represent morphotypes produced 
by ongoing hybridization and introgression 
between the often sympatric Rhizophora mangle 
L. and R. racemosa G. Mey. As large stands of 
the proposed natural hybrid, R. X harrisonii, 
are often found in the Neotropics, a name that 
follows modern nomenclatural rules is needed 
to properly manage red mangroves.

The hybrid name of Rhizophora X harrisonii, 
was previously published by Tomlinson (1986: 
334), who stated that it “is a hybrid between  
R. mangle and R. racemosa.” However, follow-
ing Art. 41.1, and 41.5 of the then current 
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature 
(McNeill et al., 2012), the natural hybrid was 
not properly proposed. Herein, the hybrid status 
for R. harrisonii is formally proposed.
Rhizophora X harrisonii Leechman (pro sp.)
Basionym: Rhizophora harrisonii Leechman, 
Bull. Misc. Inf. Kew 1918(1): 8, fig. A. 1918. 
TYPE: BRITISH GUIANA. Seashore near 
Georgetown, Feb 1917 (fl), A. Leechman s.n. 
(lectotype, designated here, K-485219 [fl]; 
isolectotypes: K-485220 [fl], K-485218 [fr]).
Synonym: Rhizophora brevistyla Salvoza, Nat. 

Appl. Sci. Bull. Philipp. 5(3): 211, fig. 2. 
1936. TYPE: PANAMA. Panama, along 
the Pacific coast, Bella Vista, 10 Sept 
1929 (fl), F. M. Salvoza 1007 (A-55199; 
isotype: [L-9919]).
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Abstract. Based on molecular data, the rank of Rhizophora harrisonii, a well-known red mangrove from the 
Neotropics and West Africa, is formally presented here as a natural hybrid produced by ongoing hybridization and 
introgression between R. mangle and R. racemosa.

Resumen. Con base a datos moleculares, el rango de Rhizophora harrisonii, un taxon bien conocido como 
mangle rojo que habita en el neotrópico y el oeste de África, es presentado aquí como un híbrido natural que es 
producto de la hibridización continua e introgresión entre R. mangle y R. racemosa.
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